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HORSE TRADE THEATER GROUP 

PRESENTS A 

SKYLIGHT PERFORMANCES 
PRODUCTION OF 

WAKING UP WITH STRANGERS  
Written by Paul David Young 
Directed by Mary Beth Smith 

 
ONLY FOUR PERFORMANCES! 

JUNE 29-JULY 2 @ 8PM 
 

Marc (Marco Formosa), an American scholar in Berlin, uncovers the dangerous equation behind his attraction to 
the great German dramatist Heinrich von Kleist, who died in 1811 in a notorious double suicide. Konrad (Nate 
Faust), from whom he is letting a room, offers Marc help in understanding his attraction to Kleist and opens up a 
disturbing confrontation with identity. Konrad’s girlfriend Mina (Ji-Hye Kwon) is pulled into the vortex of their 
discovery. The life of Kleist (David Marshall) finds its eerie parallels in Marc’s awakening. 
 
Heinrich von Kleist burned brightly as a genius of the German Romantic era, rising to glory in the feverish artistic 
circles of Goethe and Schiller, but his suicide on the banks of the lake Wannsee outside of Berlin cut short this 
meteoric career. By agreement, Kleist shot his friend Henriette Vogel and then himself after taking afternoon 
coffee by the lake. Kleist’s life and death seemed to capture the simmering eroticism of death in German 
Romanticism: too bright, too sensitive, too pure for this world, he was fated to die. Kleist’s sensational suicide 
gained him immediate notoriety and he was soon elevated him into the pantheon of German literary gods. He 
remains one of the most widely produced German playwrights, and the fascination with his life has only increased 
as biographers uncovered unmistakable evidence of his bisexuality. 
 
WAKING UP WITH STRANGERS will feature Nate Faust, Marco Formosa, Ji-Hye Kwon, and David 
Marshall.  
 
The production, presented by Horse Trade Theater Group and Skylight Performances, will play at The 
Kraine Theater (85 East 4th Street between 2nd Ave and Bowery) June 29-July 2, at 8pm.Tickets ($18, $15 
students/seniors) are available by calling Smarttix at 212-868-4444 or online at www.horseTRADE.info  
 
Paul David Young (Playwright) won the 2009 Paula Vogel Playwriting Award and was runner-up for the 
Kendeda Fellowship of the Alliance Theatre, Atlanta.  His play Times and Places was performed in Icelandic in 
Reykjavik and in English in the La Mama E.T.C. “Experiments” reading series.  Primary Stages held a reading of 
his play No One But You in 2007.  His play David & Ira will be produced in New York in 2009.  His play Aporia 
was given a public reading at the Living Theatre in December 2008, won third in the New Works of Merit 
International Playwriting Competition, and was presented in a reading in April 2009 at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, where it was a finalist for the Cauble Short Play Award.  A collaborative performance/installation 



    
piece, Balcony Scene, was produced at the New York art gallery LMAK Projects in December 2008.  He is a 
Millay Colony Resident Artist for September 2009.  He graduated from Yale College, Columbia Law School, and 
The New School for Drama, and was a Fulbright Scholar in Germany.  He studied with Christopher Shinn, 
Michael Weller, Frank Pugliese, and Edward Allan Baker, among others.  His theater commentary includes 
“Advanced Forms of Emptiness: Handke and Jelinek in Berlin,” and “Performing the Novel: Elevator Repair 
Service Reads The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner,” both in PAJ: A Journal of Performance and Art 
(MIT Press).  He was co-curator of “Perverted by Theater,” an art exhibition about the intersection of visual art 
and theater at apexart.  
 
Mary Beth Smith (Director) is a graduate from The New School for Drama's MFA in Directing program and is 
currently a directing associate with Prospect Theater Company.   A few of her past credits include Lovers: 
Winners by Brian Friel, Blank by Rachel White, and The Blue Room by David Hare.  
 
Horse Trade Theater Group is a self-sustaining theater development group; with a focus on new work, it has 
produced a massive quantity of stimulating downtown theater.  Horse Trade’s Resident Artist Program offers a 
home to a select group of Independent Theater artists, pooling together a great deal of talent and energy. It is also 
the home of FRIGID New York – the first and only festival of its kind in New York City.  
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